STS.001
ESSAY QUESTION INSTRUCTIONS  (Due date: on or before May 1)

Prepare a 8-10 page essay on one of the following topics:

(1) 
The role of government (local, state, national) institutions as catalysts, orchestrators, and/or sponsors of technological innovation and change. 


Note: if you choose this question, bear in mind that you are responsible for taking 

into account all the assigned readings from Cowan and Smith/Clancey up 


through May 6.

(2) 
An industry or technology that is important in the area where you grew up.


Note: to research this question, you should consult your local historical society.  

If the firm or organization still exists, you should contact them to see what 

information they can provide.  Personal interviews are an acceptable form of 

documentation and are encouraged.

The paper you submit should be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.  It also should include footnote references to the sources you used.  A brief guide to footnoting follows:

FOOTNOTES

The purpose of a footnote is to tell a reader where you acquired your information and to give proper credit to those from whom you borrowed that information.  The other purpose, of course, is to indicate to readers where you are getting your information in case they want to do more reading on the subject or check something out. 

When should footnotes be used?  


--all direct quotations should be footnoted.

--important sources of information borrowed from other materials--especially sources of information that are crucial to your argument or thesis--must be footnoted.

What follows are some commonly used footnote models:

Book (single author):


Example: 
William Cronon, Nature's Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West 



(New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1991), pp.  132-35, 365.

Book (more than one author):

Example: 
David Hounshell and John K. Smith, Science and Corporate Strategy: DuPont R&D, 1902-1980 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988), p. 17.

Edited volume:

Example: 
Merritt Roe Smith, ed., Military Enterprise and Technological Change (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1985), pp. 23-34.

Multivolume work:


Example: 
Shelby Foote, The Civil War: A Narrative, vol. 1, Fort Sumter to



Perryville (New York: Vintage Books, 1986), pp. 266-67.

Article in a collection and/or anthology:

Example: 
Susan J. Douglas, "The Navy Adopts the Radio, 1899-1919," in Military Enterprise and Technological Change, ed. Merritt Roe Smith (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1985), pp. 117-121.

Letter in a published collection:

Example:  
Col. George Bomford to John C. Calhoun, May 19, 1821, The Correspondence of George Bomford (Washington, D.C.: Columbia Historical Society, 1909), pp. 21-24.

Article in a journal:

Example: 
James P. Blair, "The Dawn of a New Era: The War of 1812 and its 


Implications," American Historical Review 88 (July 1923): 598-604.

Article in a popular magazine:


Example: 
Robert Paul Jones, "Exploring the Amazon," National Geographic 



(Aug. 1955): 33.

Newspaper item:


Example: 
"Red Sox Win World Series: Will Wonders Never Cease!" Columbus 


(Ohio) Dispatch, 8 October 2002, section D.

Interview:  


Example: 
James H. Bailey, interview by author, 8 March 2002.

Unpublished thesis or dissertation:

Example: 
Benjamin W. Pinney, "Projects, Management, and Protean Times: Engineering Enterprise in the United States, 1870-1960" (Ph.D. diss., MIT, 2001), 78-79.

For other footnoting examples, consult The Chicago Manual of Style, 14th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993).  A copy should be in the Reference Room of the Humanities Library.

